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GARAGE SALE ð JULY 9TH  

9 AM TO 2 PM 

Still time to sign up, 

a few spaces left. 

Contact Marion 

518-266-1406 

20 x 20 = $20.00 
Need your own tent, table & chairs 

South Central Troy Neighborhood Watch Update 
 

We have a change in our Community Police Officer.  As you know, Officer Chris 

McDonald has worked with our group for almost 5 years now.  He has done a 

wonderful job for us and we would like to wish him the best of success in his new 

position working the Downtown area.  Thank you Officer McDonald for all of 

your hard work.  Our neighborhood is better because of your efforts! 

 

We would like to welcome Officer William Wade as our new Community Police 

officer.  Officer Wade brings much experience to our group and we look forward 

to working with him.  Going forward, all concerns that we would normally send 

can go to Officer Wade at: 

 

william.wade@troyny.gov or at (518) 270-4683 

 

 Also, remember Sgt. Dave Joslin, David.Joslin@troyny.gov  or 270-4689, the 

Community Services Bureau.  And, 911 for an emergency, 270-4411 for non-

emergency, 270-4421 for the Desk Sgt. 

mailto:www.littleitalytroy.org
mailto:troylittleitaly@gmail.com
mailto:william.wade@troyny.gov
mailto:David.Joslin@troyny.gov


South Central/Little Italy in 

the News 

 

The Record 

June 11, 2011. Several Little 

Italy residents evacuated af-

ter partial building collapsed 

Friday by Dave Canfield, 

photos by Mike McMahon. 

Residents of two Fourth 

Street buildings have to 

move temporarily due to side 

wall collapse. 

June 5, 2011. Mural com-

memorates Troyôs role in 

nations history by Cecilia 

Martinez, photos by Mike 

McMahon. The cityôs indus-

try highlighted on 88 foot 

mural painted and installed 

in the Hill Street Market-

Place by Questar III students 

South Central  

Drop In Center  

FREE RECREATION PRORAM  

Troy Youth ages 12-16 

           Boys and Girls 

Italian Community Center  

  1450 Fifth Avenue 

July 11ï August 12 

   MondayðFriday 9-3 
SPONSORED BY:  Italian Community 

Center, City of Troy, Troy Police Depart-

ment, Community Police, Troy Youth As-

sociation, Troy Little Italy, Rensselaer 

County, Bingo Volunteers from Bingo 

Green 

To Register:  Dave @ 376-0763 or 

Marion @ 266-1406. You can also 

stop in on at the camp on July 11 

to sign up 

Additional World War II 

Memorial Inscriptions 

George Agars has made ar-

rangements with Sam Chiap-

pone Jr., Chair of the 11th 

Ward War Memorial Com-

mittee, to add the names of 

his four brothers who served 

in WWII. The Agars, long 

time residents of Ida Street 

and Hill Street, were also 

supportive of the Ciccarelli, 

Rea, Agars, Bevevino Garri-

son which included in its 

founding papers the name of 

James A. Agars who was 

killed in the line of duty on 

July 6, 1944. The names of 

Alfred, Sylvester, John and 

James Agars will be in-

scribed in a column on the 

north side of the Third Street 

monument bringing the 

grand total to 292 names.   

Our Condolences 
We extend our condolences 

to the Conroyôs and 

Cuozzoôs who are mourning 

the loss of Helen George 

Cuozzo of Third Street.  

During the warm weather 

months it was always a 

pleasure to stop and chat 

with Helen and Gene as they 

lounged on their folding 

chairs at the corner of  

Division and Third, greeting 

friends and neighbors.  

 

Condolences also to the 

Verguro and Mamone fami-

lies who are mourning the 

loss of Lee Verguro 

 Mamone wife of the late 

Joseph Mamone formerly of 

Havermans Avenue and to 

the Sciotti and OôConnell 

families as we remember 

Christine Sciotti OôConnell, 

a long time member of the 

Troy Beautification Council 

and a tireless volunteer who 

dedicated herself to the 

beautification of the Burden 

Pond and many other pro-

jects in South Troy 

Thank You to Michael 

Esposito who researches 

and writes almost all the 

articles for the newsletter 



Visit us on  

 

 

 

Troy  Little  Italy  

July Meeting 

6/20/2011  
Neighborhood Watch  

6  pm 

Little Italy                     

7 pm 

 

233 Fourth Street 
 

Pioneer Food Market 

77 -  81 Congress Street 

Open daily 8 am to 8 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

www.troyfoodcoop.org 

Father Harry Donaghy 

Spirit of CCHS Award 

Catholic Central High 

School has announced that 

Neil Sedlak is the recipient 

of the first  Father Harry 

Donaghy Spirit of CCHS 

Award which was presented 

at the 2011 school gradua-

tion ceremony recently.  

 

Neil, who plans to pursue a 

degree in physics or engi-

neering, was a member of 

the Student Council (2007-

2011), Executive Board 

Leadership Team (2009-

2011), Youth Ministry 

Board at Saint Bonaven-

tureôs Church, Future Busi-

ness Leaders of America and 

the Christian Leadership In-

stitute. He played JV and 

varsity soccer at CCHS 

(2007-2011) and with the 

Waterford Soccer Club 

(2008-2011) and was a 

member of the Ski Club 

(2007-2011). and the Chris-

tian Leadership Institute. 

 

His Advanced Regents Di-

ploma included honors in 

Biology, Earth Science, 

Chemistry, Physics and UHS 

Physics as well as Algebra, 

Geometry, Math A, Trigo-

nometry, Math B, Pre-

Calculus and UHS Calculus 

no doubt a result of his ex-

tensive course work in 

mathematics and science. 

 

If you were a regular at the 

popular Testoôs Restaurant 

in Lansingburgh you may 

seen Neil at his part time job 

during the past year. During 

the summers of 2009 and 

2010 Neil was Head Life-

guard at the Pyramid Life 

Center at Paradox, NY 

where he assisted campers 

during swimming activities, 

maintained a safe swimming 

environment, demonstrated 

proper boating techniques 

and assisted with food prepa-

ration and cleanup during 

meal time. We wish Neil 

success in his educational 

endeavors and throughout 

his life. 

 

The award, named in honor 

of Father Harry Donaghy 

former pastor of St. Maryôs 

parish in Troy, was funded 

by money raised from the 

sale of copies of the Historic 

Saint Maryôs Parish Calen-

dars for 2011 and part of the 

proceeds from the Election 

Eve Ziti Dinner co-

sponsored by St. Anthonyôs 

and St. Josephôs parishes. 

Awards were given to a stu-

dent at LaSalle Institute and 

Catholic Central High 

School.  

 

Save this Date!!! 

 

International  

Festival 

 

September 24, 2011 

 

11 am till ?  

Monday Night Bocce and 

Stickball 

Starts July 18, 2011 at 6 

pm 

 

Free Refreshments!!! 

Bring a Friend 



Neighborhood Spotlight 

By Mike Esposito 

 

Did you know that two of the most prominent members of the performing arts community were 

born and raised in our neighborhood? Internationally known jazz saxophonist Nick Brignola 

and his family lived at 172 Fourth Street until the mid-1940s when the family moved to 138 

Third Street. The multi-award winning gifted actress Maureen Stapleton  and her family were 

residents of 188 First Street. Both performers brought their individual talents to the world audi-

ence. Both were first class Troy boosters and never wavered in their love for the old neighbor-

hood. This month we profile Nick Brignola. Next month we will profile Maureen Stapleton. 

 

Nick was born on July 17, 1936 into an Italian-American family, son of the late Margaret 

Rubino Brignola and Dr. Nicholas Brignola. Jazz critic Georgia Urban, in a Times Union article 

a number of years ago on Nickôs dad, reported that music was a family affair for the Brignola 

family. Doctor Brignola, affectionately known as ñBriggyò in the neighborhood, spoke of his 

father who was an accomplished musician who played the tuba in fiesta bands in Italy and later 

worked with John Philip Sousa. Doctor Brignola played the guitar and piano. His wife, Marga-

ret ñDollyò was the consummate community volunteer at organizations such as the Italian Com-

munity Center. 

 

Nick was a 1954 graduate of Troy High School. While at Ithaca College, he was the featured 

soloist for a jazz combo which won the National Jazz Fraternityôs 1957 intercollegiate contest 

and the New York Jazz Critics National New Star state combo contest. The following year he 

won a world wide contest sponsored by Down Beat magazine and was awarded a Benny Good-

man scholarship to the prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston. His roommate at Berk-

lee was Bob James who was also a member of Nickôs wedding party. Bob James is a prolific 

composer and one of the most creative jazz musicians on the keyboard. In 1959 Nick won 

Downbeatôs International Critics Poll as ñNew Starò. In years to come, Nick was named Best 

Baritone Saxophonist for many years in Down Beat and Jazz Times, both on the Criticôs and 

Readerôs polls. His fourth album, L A Bound, was nominated for a 1979 Grammy as best in-

strumentalist. He eventually went on to record twenty one albums and toured not only in the U. 

S. but extensively in Europe and Japan. Several of Nickôs recording sessions are available on 

youtube. In 1996 the saxophonist was featured in ñNick Brignola in Concertò a locally pro-

duced special on WMHT which was broadcast nationally.  

 

Throughout his career Nick was an active member of the International Association of Jazz Edu-

cators, performed frequently in area clubs and was a teacher and guest artist in residence in 

many colleges and universities in the United States and Europe and taught at Russell Sage, RPI, 

St. Rose and SUNY. Each year the Vanguard in Schenectady hosts a jazz concert tribute to 

Nick.  

 

Nick died on February 8, 2002. He is survived by his wife Yvonne, daughters Jillian Haggerty 

and Kristin Walker and son Nicholas F. Brignola. 

 

We urge you to view the face book pages, internet websites and several youtube videos that 

contain information and musical sessions on Nick Brignola.  



Troy Little Italy w ill present a tribute to Nick Brignola being organized by Rocco DeFazio at 

our Third Annual International Festival on Saturday, September 24, 2011 at the Hill Street  

MarketPlace to mark this year, the 75th anniversary of his birth. Save the date and join us in 

celebrating a great jazz artist. Upcoming issues of the newsletter will provide additional details.  

Nickôs wife, Yvonne Brignola,  will provide us with additional photos of Nick for the next  

issue. We acknowledge the fine articles written about Nick by Record reporters Robert Cristo 

( February 2002 ) and Donald Wilcock ( October 1995 ) 

 

Former college president reflects on lifeôs lessons 

Following an academic career spanning more than 40 years, including serving as president of 

six colleges and universities and leading hundreds of international students to higher education 

in the U.S., Louis C. Vaccaro, Ph.D. has completed his eighth book, a memoir titled, ñAround 

the Corner: From Shoeshine Boy to College President.ò 

 

Vaccaro, who even in his eighth decade continues to teach and consult in China, recently com-

pleted his second Fulbright assignment in Indonesia. The book details his experiences growing 

up in a large Italian immigrant family in Los Angeles during the Great Depression and the war 

years, his studies at the University of Southern California, where he earned his bachelor and 

master degrees, and his years as a college president and international education advocate. Vac-

caro completed his doctorate at Michigan State University and began his higher education ca-

reer with the Jesuits at Marquette University in Milwaukee. He was president of six colleges and 

universities, completing his final presidency at The College of Saint Rose in Albany, N.Y.  

 

Vaccaro and his wife, Linda, a retired teacher from Albany, N.Y., divide their time between 

homes in Las Vegas and Old Forge, N.Y. ñAround the Corner: From Shoeshine Boy to College 

Presidentò was edited by Renee Collins, a 1980 graduate of Siena Heights University and a 

1982 graduate of the University of Toledo. She is an assistant professor at Adrian College in 

Adrian, Michigan and a free-lance journalist. ñAround the Corner: From Shoeshine Boy to Col-

lege Presidentò is available from Infinity Publishing in softcover format for $10.95. To order, 

visit www.infinitypublishing.com or call toll free, 1-877-BUY-BOOK (1-877-829-2665). 

http://www.infinitypublishing.com


Our New Green Space 

This was made possible by Mayor Harry Tutunjian 

and CDBG funds. The City Council also gave us a 

Neighborhood Improvement Grant which we will use 

to plant additional shrubs and flowers. Special thanks 

to V. Zubkoys and Carolyn Skriptshak who were very 

helpful with the planning of the space. J.R. Casale  

who did the work on the project donated the tree, the 

center slate and the mulch in memory of his father 

Angelo ñChuckieò Casale, who was born and raised a 

block away on Hill Street. 

Yet to come 3 street trees  on Liberty Street which 

will complete our ñ New Lookò 

 

Little Italy has received a check from Mrs. Anna 

Yamin who would also like to have her family 

 memorialized in the area . When I met her she was 

looking at the bricks in the bocce area. A few differ-

ent ideas were mentioned,  a flag pole, pointing up 

the wall in the bocce courts, and adding new bricks.  

 

If anyone has any other ideas or would like to make a 

donation  we can start a program called ñIn Memory 

Of ò. Please contact me with your ideas.  Marion 

Field 518-266-1406 or  troylittleitaly@gmail.com 

 

We Need Your Help 

Our building is in need of a 

few repairs. The roof needs 

to be coated for the winter. 

Now that we have grass the 

water spigot needs to be on 

the inside of the building and 

the door on the Hill Street 

side needs to be widened to 

allow our carts and other 

supplies  to be put away.  

 

Our intent in the future is to 

make the front part of the 

building a public restroom 

that would only be opened 

during any events held in the 

Market. 

 

The bocce wall could use 

some work also. 

 

If you can be of any service 

to us, we would appreciate 

your help. This work could  

be part of the ñIn Memory 

Programò and your name or 

your family memberôs name 

would be added to a plaque 

on the side of the building. 

This planter at Liberty 

Square was planted by  

Josephôs House Hill Street 

Inn Thanks to the residents 

and the director Tracy  

Neitzel our new neighbors. 
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